
Sister Bay Fall Festival has been a Door County

tradition since 1945
Blustery weather and temperatures hovering around 50 degrees didn't dampen spirits Friday morning as Fall Fest opened in

downtown Sister Bay.

Within minutes of opening, the tent city along Mill Road between Wisconsin 57 and Claflin Lane swarmed with hundreds of

shoppers browsing a wide variety of arts and crafts to begin the 66th version of Door County's longest-running community

festival.

An inch of rain had fallen overnight and more than one tent had blown over, but there were few visible signs left by the time the

arts show opened at 10 a.m. — and more important, the weather forecast called for strong winds but sunshine today and Sunday.

"This seems like a lot of people for this weather," Kay Mallery said behind her Palm Coast Art counter filled with handmade

jewelry. "But they're dressed for it and hopefully ready to shop."

Mallery and her husband, Jim, are from Peoria, Ill., showing at their first Fall Fest, so she wasn't completely sure what to expect.

"We came to see how beautiful it was," she said.

Not far away Sue Donohoo of Baileys Harbor had reassembled her display of Soo Hoo Artwear after arriving to find her

neighbor's tent leaning on top of hers.

Despite the wind advisory Donohoo was confident her own tent would remain in place.

"I've got enough Door County rocks here to hold down the Niagara Escarpment," she said.

Ironically, Donohoo was featuring several new wearable-art creations she said were inspired by the severe windstorm Sept. 29

that left her home without power for 60 hours.

Artists who didn't have heavy rocks handy weighed down their booths with cement blocks, barbells and buckets full of sand.

The Arts and Crafts Show is scheduled to continue from 10 a.m to 5 p.m. today and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.

Classic cars, food, fun
As many as 80 vintage vehicles were expected at the Sister Bay Lions Club's Classic Car

Show at Waterfront Park. About a dozen vehicles had arrived already Friday morning,

ranging from a 1958 Chevrolet to a rare 1976 Jensen Interceptor, a sporty car hand-built in

the United Kingdom between 1966 and 1976.

"We had more advance registrations than ever before," said Paul Kelnhofer, the car show

organizer. "With any kind of reasonable weather, we should have a great turnout."

This year's show is dedicated to the memory of John "Gullwing Jack" Bunda, a lifelong

Sister Bay resident who died March 29 at his winter home in Tierra Verde, Fla., a week



after his 76th birthday. A classic car and antique boat aficionado, Bunda was a great

supporter of the Lions' show during Fall Fest, Kelnhofer said.

He is also the originator of Fall Fest's signature event, the Pingpong Ball Drop, where

thousands of balls were dropped from a helicopter, many of them marked with prizes from

area merchants. Safety concerns scrapped the helicopter, and the pingpong balls are now

launched into the crowd with cannons. This year's Pingpong Ball Shoot will be at 2 p.m.

Sunday.

The Lions also staged their annual fish boil Friday evening at the Sister Bay Fire Station,

and they were among dozens of groups serving food around town. Their booth is set up at

the corner of Waterfront Park not far from the car show.

The car show runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.

Another big event for foodies is this morning's Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast, running from 7 to 11 a.m. at the Village Hall.

The annual Fall Fest Parade, traditionally the biggest of the year on the Peninsula, begins at 11 a.m. today, with the Volunteer of

the Year selected by the Sister Bay Advancement Association serving as parade marshal. That person's identity will be

announced today.

Music and more

The Sister Bay Fall Festival dates to 1945, when locals decided to have a celebration to mark the end of the busy tourism season.

It has gained the nickname "Granddaddy" of the festivals that now dot the Door County calendar every year.

"Fall Fest not only puts Sister Bay on the map but it's a huge boost to Door County during a fall weekend that could otherwise be

sort of 'blah,'" said Paige Funkhouser, executive director of SBAA.

A family area with inflatable bouncers and other events is open across from Al Johnson's Swedish Restaurant and Butik from 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. today. The Gazebo at Waterfront Park is the site of concerts by children's entertainer Randy Peterson at 1 p.m.

today and by Polka Man Dale with Bellows & Strings from noon to 3:30 p.m. Sunday.

The Husby's/Sister Bay Bowl stage features Happy Schnapps from 1 to 4 p.m. today, with the Hat Contest at 3 p.m. Nighttime

entertainment includes Hoi Polloi from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Husby's and Whiskey Ditch from 9:30 p.m. to close at Sister Bay

Bowl.


